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Wis impossible for any reflecting Man not to entertaia very seriot's apprebensions as to the effects, 
PPewhich may result trom the deliberations of these armed bodies. Each has its standing comme, 
ee and, wpon extraordinary occasions, the whole corps is assembled for the purpose of debating. Let 
any man calculate, it he can, the danger which may arise from there being in the country four- 
etecn or fifteen hundred armed Parliaments, From the discussion of one subject, they will proceed ta 
the discussion of another; till, in the end, the Parliament at Westminster wiil not dare to ace 
ee without the consent of the Volunteer Parliaments scattered all over the country. A fearful state 
Sof things is approachiag, unless the Government instantly resolves to dishand every corps, which 
f at undér the rule of a Committee, and the members of which shall evér, on any occasion, assem- 





“bie for the urpose of debating, on any subject whatever.’’—— Political Register, September ip, 


otk Volk. | . p. 383. 
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VOLUNTEER SYSTEM. for each of which days, be it remembered, 


| 

‘ . . * « . . . . . 

bat there is a necessity for some revision | he receives a soldier's pay, will obtain an 
| 
| 








at 


the Volunteer System is now denied by | exemption, for five years, from the ballets 
tone, wiro has turned his attention to the | of the militia andthe army of reserve. ‘The 
, and who is not hostile, or totally in- impoverishment - which these exemptions 
@erent, to the welfare of his country. | produte im the other three descriptions of 
fe vature and degree of the changesio be | force scarcely meeds: poiming out: it has 
ide must depend upon the itnpressions, | been, and is, but too visible in the returns of 
beh experience shall have produced-on the | all the reziments and battalions in the set- 
itids of the Parliament and of bis Majesty's | vice, whether regulars, reserve, or militias* 
iaisters; but, in the mean time, it is by | But this is a point on which it is not my 
fimeans improper, and may n<t be alto- | present purpose to dwell, . What I partict- 
ber useless, for me to saggest such mea- | larly wish to call the public a‘tention to, in 
SS as-appear to. me to be necessary to | this part of the-subject, is, the discontent 
went the volunteer corps, who have been | and consequent disatiection, which, at no 
Sbodied and armed for the defence of their | very distant period, may arwe, from the 
@utry; from further impeding, certainly | hardship, which begins already to be severely 
inst their will; the military service of that | felt, of fornishing tie ballots for the militiu 
matry;:and from being eventually the in- |. and the-army of reserve out of the few per- 
nt cause of subverting the throne of their } sons, comparauvely speaking, who are not 
Wercign, and with it, their own'liberties | now, by one cause or another, exempted 
d thoserof their children. from the operation of those bailots. The 
Wamerous:are the causes, which will al- | volontecr exemptions have eo reduced the 
"ys 80 Operate as to render the volunteers | number of persons liable to be ballotted, that 
at to<perform the duties of soldiers; but, | the burthen is become very heavy on those 
not on the defects but on the dangers of | who remain liable, and, it casnet but be 
ie system, that I now propose to offer a | painful to reflect, that, such is the nature of 
w observations to the public. Of these | the volunteer system, that 1t has thrown this 
y ‘which are by no means few, in | burthen vpon those persons, who are the 
; those which seem to me to be of | Jeast able to bear it: The moment it was 
magnitude are such as have | discovered, that the volunteer corps had, in 
nm; and will arise, from the exemptions to | their constitution, the virtue of exempting 
ich volunteers are entitled, and from: the . 
ling” wf commitices and elections in the * The Surrey Militia, first and sceon batialion 
 xalllgelt is together, ought to consist of 2,023 aren, but it 
docs even at this time, consist of ao more than 
1,090, leaving a deficiency of 993, or almos: « 
hak ! and this at the end of nine montis! QO} 4] 
army of reserve, England and Scotland were to 
furnish 40,0co men, and we know, by the returns 
Jaid before Parliament, that only 28,000 of them 


have been raised. And, as to the regular army 
its recrmiting service. except as far as it has been 


Ie kept moving army of reserve, is absols 
as tr hatandy the oly hor and faor, Pag sear 
‘ yecrnited nine 't effective men in nine 
| months of war and of preparation for warl 
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, case now stands, they not only exempt 


their members from the chance of being 
obliged to perform, or to pay for, a duty 
fifty times as great-as that of serving as a 
volunteer, every one wished to become a 
was natural. No blame 
whatever attaches to the persons thus pur- 
suing. their interest and their ease, The 
fault lay in the system, and not in the mo- 


‘tives of the persons who were acted upon by 


it, many of whom, it is, also, right to ob- 
serve, were led into the corps by motives of 
public spirit only. Upon the back of this 
came another evil. 
about to make one of a military association, 
naturally had some -wish as to the sort of 

‘rsons who were to be his associates. 

ence a selection took place; and, as the 
first founders of corps were necessarily 
persons of property, the selection was, as 
might be expected, such as to exclude almost 
all those who were neither the relations, the 
friends, the servants, or the dependants in 
some way or other, of the founders of the 
corps; an exclusion which was likely to ex- 
tend (o, and which has extended-tu, nearly 
all the married journeymen, labourers, and 
cottagers in the kingdom, a description of 
persons, which, above all others, it is the 
duty of the government to protect and to 
cherish. Here, again, we have to blame 
the system, not the men. What is so na- 
tural as for a man to wish to bave in the 
same corps with him, those whose company 
he best likes out of the corps? When he has 
a favour to confer, an exemption to bestow, 
what iv so natural as for him to bestow it 
op those to whom he is attached by affection 
or by interest? On a son, tor whom he 
would, otherwise, have to hire a substitute, 
or on a servant, whom, otherwise, he must 
lose, or to whom be must make a great ad- 
yance of wages? But, however natural this 
partiality might be, and however excusable 
10 the persons exergising it, no one will, I 
imagine, venture to say, that, as to its ope- 
Tation on many of the persans excluded from 
the corps, it was not, and is not, burithen- 
some in the extreme. Why a self-created 


“committee, or even a commander of a corps, 


should possess ihe power of admitting to ex- 
emp'iaus, or of excluding from exempticns, 


-and, consequently, of diminishing, or adding 


to, the burihens of whomsoever they please, 
I can see neither reason nor necessity ; [can 


See, in the arbitrary exercise of such a pow- 
/@t, nothing consonant to the spirit or the 
-letier of the volunteer law, or-of any other 


law of this country. ‘Tf, indeed, the volun- 
trers merely obtained a good for themselves, 


Without causing bara to others, there might 





Every man who was’ 





be less ground for complaint ; but, ag the 
































































“theniselves from the operation of the ballots 
of the mijitia and of the army of reserve, 
butthey-throw their share of those bur- 
thens upon the poor and friendless part of 
the people, in addition to what those people 
already have to bear! This never was ori- 
ginally intended by either the Parliament or 
the ministers. It arose entirely out of the 
interpretation of the law officers of the 
crown; and, though it has now been sanc- 
tioned by an act, Jet us hope, that, in the 
revision of the system, means will be pro- 
vided, if not to do away this source of cala- 
mity and discontent, at least, to put a stop 
to its further extention. 

The rule of exemplion gave rise to another, 
not less dangerous in the consequences 
which it is likely te produce. The law- 
officers of the crown, who seem, on this 
occasion, to have been considered as law- 
givers, having exempted the volunteers from 
the operation of the ballots, found out a 
counterpoise for it ia another interpretation, 
to wit, that no volunteer could, after being 
duly enrolled, quit his corps, without the 
consent of his commanding officer. On 
whut they founded either this or the before- 
mentioned interpretation, we are, as yet, 
quite uninformed; but, without being very 
minute in our inquiries as to this point, we 
may venture to assert, that, if the rule which 
they have laid down with respect to men not 
quitting their corps, be attempted to be ad- 
hered to, not only the corps but the courts 
of justice and the whole country will, before 
many months have passed over our heads, 
be thrown into confusion. The case of Mr. 
Dowley of the Surrey Volunteer Cavalry has 
been determined, by the magistrates at 
Union Hall, against the defendant, who 
quitted the corps, without the consent of his 


commanding otficer, and whose fines en ac- 


count of absence amounted to 51. 2s. He 
refused to pay these fines; a distress was 
made upon his goods, which he refused to 
redeem, and which’ were, in consequence, 


sold by public auction ; and, it is stated in 


tthe public prints, that the merits of the de- 
cision aud seizpre will be bronght. before 


s 


the Court of King’s Bench, in the shape of 


“do action for au illegal sestraint. Similar 


disputes exist, and similar actions are brew- 
ing in every part of the country. . At the 


uarter sessions, held in and for the fawn of . 
*Calchester, on the gth instant, a complaiat 
| Was, it seems, preferred by a Secretary of+a 


Volunteer, Carps, against a Mr. Lioyd,'’a 


member of the said corps, ‘ounds simi- 
lar to those of herds guar a 
“Dowley, and ‘the decison: dppgars torbaye 


mpiaint against: Mr. 










been similar also, Mr. Lloyd ex 


Shae his 
resolution to bring the matter in 


» the Court 
























serve, / of King’s Bench. The pubic prints state, 
bur- 9) that, as to the corps at Colchester, “ very 
art of _ ™ serious disputes had, for some time, pre- 
eople » * vdiled amongst the members, accompanied 
5 Ori-  * with some acts of violence. Much time 
nt or | “ elapsed tn the discussioa of this busiuess ; 
f ihe | “ great warmth appeared occasionally on 
r the = * both sides; and the court was, at one 
sanc- =. * tine, most indecently and shamefully in- 
2 the > ** terrupted by a violent tlapping and shout- 
pro- » ‘* ing, at some observations made by th 
cala- me * counsel for the defendant.”* For mo- 
| Stop Ve desty's sake, for decency’s sake, jet us no 
“ae Jonger use the name of volunteer! Volun- 
ther, © teers, who are kept in their corps by the 
ences © terrors of th: Jaw ! How will this fact soant 
law- i i in the ears of foreigners, whether friends or 
this 9 @nemies? Will it create us alliances, and 
law- a Will it damp the hopes of our fo=? Will it 
from 7 induce the world to believe, that we can 
ut a © tnske good the manly declaration which the 
tion, : Coammander in Chief made to the Loudon 
eing “i Volunteers at the Review, thot “ they would 
the > * enable their country to hurl back the 
On _ .* threats of the insolent enemy?” Volun- 
ere. > BR held ia the service of their country by 
yet, ke the terrors of the law! yet, U blame not the 
very | ity men, but the system, which forces them for* 
ind ward in so ridiculous a light: it is not Ban- 
bich 4 =nister that we laugh at, but Scrub. 
not a As if, however, there Were not already 
wt quarreling and litigation esough, Mr. Pict 
sine >. calls for barder exercise, tighter rales, and a 
hone nore summary mode of levyiug fines ; 
ads, | What mode he will devise more summary 
Mr. than that of a legal distress of goods and 
i. chattels I know not, unless he. should pre- 






)) yail upon Parliament to authorise the com- 












oe manding officers of corps to levy in virtue 
his ~ of their own order instead of a warrant, and 
2 by the aid of a detachment of soldiers in- 
He stead of the constable, or sheriff ; that is to 
sie _ Say, unless a foraging or marauding system 
wo _, shoald, in this respect, be made to supercede 

» the law of the land; but, let me remind 
= » Mr. Pitt, that even foragers and marauders, 
. “though armed as well as heart could wish, 





‘would not be ab!e to levy upon a man who 


























ot | should happen to have no goods or chattels 
” “to levy upon. [ndeed, this circumstance 
ar must now, where it exists, always be a bar to 
a | punishment, and as it daes very frequently 
ne exist, such a mode of punishment is unequal 
“5 and unjust in its operation, and ought to be 
(mee catiely. abolithed. | How, then, will yoy 
® - im ie ty is 

™ y Ree She past ja shel cape fe their own 
4 th 5, : iia 3 , the ‘Morn- 

: fy of the teh ys © 
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good will, or not at all. Let them no longer 
be entitled to exemptions, and no longer be 
obliged to remain in their corps; let the 
terrors of the law. induce them néither to 
“nter nor to remain; then they will be wor- 
thy of the name of Volunteers, and there 
will always be two hundred thousand of 
them, at least, embodied, and fitter for ser- 
vice than they are now. If they cannot 
leave their corps, or absént them-<-ives from 
its duties, wthvout the permission of their 
commanding officer, they ate ev/\:ed to all 
intents and purposes, except as jar as relates 
to punishment, which is inflicted upon their 
purse instead of upon their back.* They 
are enlisted, and, if they have any property, 
it may all be taken from them by distress, 
morsel by morsel, till they are in a situa- 
tion to Jaugh at their officers aud the magis- 
trates too! Did the world ever before wit- 
ness a system like this? 

The whole of the persons, who are now 
in the volunteer corps, cannot remaia there, 
without producing very great distress, not 
to say ruin, to a considerable portion of 
them. One half of the membe s of volun- 
teer corps are small tradesmen, and other 
persons atfected by such service, in the same 
manner as small tradesmen are, To such 
men absence from their business is sure 
to bring them into decay, and, with them, 
the first step of decay is not far from the 
last step of ruin. . Vheir little ticklish, affairs 
are kept-up by unremitted exertion, and by 
such exertion alone. The least relaxation 
brings them down and reduces them. to 
atoms. At first they did not feel the incon- 
venience and injury of ihis alienation from 
their business: they saw in the service no- 
thing nearly so burthensome as the militia 
or army of reserve; the thing was new and 
fashionable; the national resentment against 
the enemy was io its youth and vigour; 
and, they entered the volunteer ranks under 
the combined iufluence of interest, novelty, 
and enthusiasm. When the two latter are 
completely worn away, and when the first 
is found to have been more than counter- 
balanced by losses and expenses arising from 
the service, can any man believe, that the 
parties will patiently remain in their corps ? 
Will not distress. upon distress of goods and 





* If the newspapers are to be believed they 
have, however, been very mear ro the backs of 
their «sum-boys These little fellows are, perhaps, 
really inlisted io the. service, and, of 


' course, are subject to martial.law. ut are the — 


volunteer officers duly authorised to sit on couits 
miatial, without themeloss unter martial law * 
Never was there such a mass of incongruisies and 
absurdities! vo 
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chattels take place, till the persons thus vex- 
ed aod humiliated will become very nu- 
amerous? And will not these persons com- 
municate their discontents to others? And 
will not the consequence soe@o be discontent 
almost general, especially if, at the time to 
which I am looking forward, the whole 
weight of the war taxes, with an arrear of 
the income-tax, should come to the aid of 
the embarrassments arising from the volun- 
teer <ervice ? I would seriously ask Mr. Pitt, 
whether he imagines, that, under circum- 
stances like these. which | here anticipate, 
persons will be compelled ta remain, and 

ive their attendance in volunteer corps ¢ 

f. at the end of three months, we find men 
generally tired of the service; if we find 
them, at the end of three delightful autum- 
nal months, suffering their goods and chat- 
tels to be distrained;.if we find them, in 


every quarter of the country, disputing and 


noulipying, 

6 mee Quarreling for a straw, or feather, 

* And wondering how they came together ;” 
if we find them thus already, what are we 
to expect at the end of twelve or eighteen 
months? * People in easy circumstances 
may spare, for years together, a portion of 
their time for military exercise ; but small 
tradesmen never can, without bringing ruin 
wpov their families ; and, this sort of ruio, 
when it comes to be pretty regularly, though 
thinly, spread over a country, is, in the 
work of revolution, the most powerful of 
all causes. Men in embarrassed ciscam.- 
Gtayces, frequently seck for, and are always 
glad to meet with, a change in the govera- 
ment; to which, in such case, they never 
fail to impute ‘their misfortunes. To a 
debtor, who has no prospect of reiief, 


~ 





* How general the non-attendance in the Sur- 
rey Volanteer Cavalry was, so soom as the 23d of 
September, will appear from the <ircu/ar letter of 
Cary. Cottinecpon, dated on that day :—“ Sir,” 
says he, “so little attention having been observ- 
* ed by many individuals of the troop to my ler- 
** ter of the 26th of Aug. and ro regard paid fo the 
** sagred pledge which you vigned on the muster roll, it is 
** a duty, ! owe not only to those gentlemen who 
« bage gi-en me their constant attendance on 
the days appoimed ‘or dijil and exercise; but 
“also to his Majesty, who entrusted me with a 
** commission to discipliac the corps, to state in 
** plaio terms, that wuhopt constant attendance 
“* my endeavours will prove fruitless; and there- 
“* fore any geotieman Who does not attend one 
“ of the morning drills, and also Thursday in 
* every week, forone moath to come, will re- 
* ceive his dismissal.”’' This was a vireniar ad- 
dressed to every member of the corps; and, it 

ly be imagined) that the Ceptain found 


may eas’ 
himself with a ‘sinall + 
such « peper, Tene Dili sere eee 


oe : 
— 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY, POLITICAL REGISTER. 





a ee 


— 











[40 
destruction of the law 


presents an effectual remedy ; and, there- 
fore, it is very unwise to suffer, if you 
can prevent it, the existence of any 
cause, which tends to the creating of such 
debtors; especially in a country where to 
be in debt is, according to the measure of 
the law, to be almost a criminal. So far, 
however, is Mr. Pitt from dreading any 
effect of this sort, that he wishes the 
volunteers, and the small tradesmen, of 
course, amongst the rest, to be kept out at 
drill three times as much as they are now! 
Out of three hundred and sixty-five days he 
wishes these pe ple to be employed sarty 
days at military exercise | ] have been accus- 
tomed ta, regard Mr: Pitt as a wise man; 
but when I think of this proposition ; when 
I consider that it applies to 400,000 men in 
arms and pot under martial law; when I 
view it in detail; when I pursue it through 
the miseries, the pains and penalties, of its 
execution, and the almost certain horrors of 
its consequences, | cannot but ask myself, 
is this the wisdom that will save my 
country ? 

Great, however, as are the dangers here 
pointed out, they shrink into nothingness at 
the appearance of those, which are to be 
apprehended from the mutinous, democra- 
izing, and rebellious tendency of the com- 
mittees and other deliberative bodies, apper- 
taining to yolunteer corps, and consisting of 
its members, or of other persons, having au- 
thority or influence in those corps. ‘These 
committees certainly originated in no evil 
design: they naturally grew out of the sys- 
tem, which, instead of first providing com- 
manding officers, and authorizing them tq 
collect their’ corps, provided no head at all ; 
but called upon the people to assemble, and 
to form.and organize themselves into com- 
panies and battalions. They did so, and 
who can wonder at the wild work they 
made? Who can wonder, that, in the whole 
fifteen hundred volunteer corps, there are 
scarcely any two, which are governed by the 
same rules and regulations? Who can won- 
der at the establishment of committees and 
sub-committees, and who can wonder ‘that 
these committees, after having chosen the 
officers of the corps, continue to possess and 
to exercise all the power, rendering the offi- 
cers merely their agents? The government 
called upon the loyalty, the patrjotism, and 
the zeal of the people ; all these they found 
in abundange ; bat all these, without know- 
ledge, without a wise and uniform sy; em, 
were Jikely to ‘produce, and they have pro- 


nothing short of a 






duced, more harm tha . The people 
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“fend and to avenge their country. Forth 
Whey instantly started; and, finding no lea- 
@ers, no head, nobody to direct then, no 

fultids to defray any of the expenses of their 
issociation, they proceeded, as they had been 
ustomed to proceed in matters of trade 
commerce, to select from the first groups 

t assemble, certain petsons to devise and 
pare such rules of conduct as were, in 

“their opinion, best calculated to promete the 
‘Objects in view. The rules, which were the 


me Weg ; ' , 
 Fesult of the deliberations of the persons 


thas selected, were, of course, submitted to 
__ the consideration of all the parties that were 
- & be affected thereby; and they were, of 
| Senrse, approved of, or not, according to the 
>) Will of the majority. Hence arose, entircly 
for want of commanding officers ready ap. 
Pointed by government, the dangerous sys- 
tem of committees, which already threatens 


eb extend its baneful influence over every 


cy Species of public authority. 
-- * That the persons, who, at first composed, 
ad who, at present, compose, the comnnit- 
, are perfectly well affected to this our 
ippy form of government, I entertain no 
mbt at all; but, lam by no ineans certain, 
that such persons will, six months hence, 
Compose the committees ; and, besides, who 
does not know, that men are changéd by 
ngregating together, and particularly when 
ere is amongst them a contest for the pos- 
ssion of power? The constitution of Lord 
hetwynd’s corps, bas not, perhaps, been 
sticrally adupted ; for, as was before ob- 
rved, scarcely any two corps are governed 
‘the same rules ; but, that something very 
Much like it exists in almost every volunteer 
orps of infantry is too notorious to be dis- 
puted ; and, that a system of government 
More republican and democratic never yet 
ppeared in the world, will certainly not be 
| @enied, by any one who has considered the 
© Mature and tendency of its provisions. A 
bystem, from tke highest to the lowest of- 
ce, nay, from the colonel to tle privates, 
ompletely e/ective ; a system, where he who 
ears the name of commander, is governed 
those who ought to obey bim; where 
_ there are deliberations, discussions and vot- 
ings, in sub-divisions, in grand divisions, and 
‘finally, in the whole ‘society, or corps; a 
system, the connecting priaciples of which 
ate, indéed, so. much like those of the Cor- 
responding Societies, that.6ne can scarce] 
believe t not to have originated wi 
somé one, who had been jn the habit of pe- 
rusing the rules and regulations of that dan- 
g*erous combination. A distinction has been 
de between committees transacting the 
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mere pecuniary concerns of their corps, and 
committees meddling in the duties and 
powers belonging naturally to the command. 
ing officer; and, it was asserted by Mr, 
Hiley Addington, in reply to Mr. Wind- 
ham, that the committee of which he had 
spoken, was a ‘* solitary instance.” J have, 
since that time, mentioned several other 
corps governed: by such committees; and, 
in the last sheet of the precéding volume, [ 
gave a full account of the composition and. 
powers of a committeé, to which the Lord 
Chancellor belongs. If we could obtain se- 
curity, that the distinction between com-. 
mittees having none but pecuniary powers. 
ahd committees of another sort would be 
practically preserved, there would certainly 
be /ess objection to the committees, tough. 
it would still Be too great to be overcome; 
for, whoever has the pay of a corps at his 
disposal will, especially in difficult and dan- 
gerous times; soon have the corps itself at bis 
command. But, there can be no such se- 
curity as is here spoken of; there is no. 
ground for believing, that the distinction is, | 
or ever can be real and that every coms. 
mittee, whatever be its ostensible object, how=, 
ever modest its title or pretensions, does not, 
and will not, as long as it is permitted to 
exist, in any shape whatever, meddle, either 
directly or indirectly; in aif the affairs of the 
corps, whether civil or military. It will be 
readily conceived, that I myself cannot very 
easily come at authentic documents, whereby 
to prove the correctness of statements of this 
sort; yet, I have now before me’ several 
such documents, from which I shall select 
two: to wit; sets of resolutions made and 
published by the committees of the Bristol}, 
and of the Oth regiment of London, yolun- 
teers. The former is as follows:—* The 
‘* committee of the Royal Bristol volunteer 
regiment of infantry, anxious to promote 
the welfare and good character of the 
* corps, and impressed with the absolute 
“ necessity of every individual being tho- 
roughly acquainted with the duties of the 
several stations in which the voice of his bro- 
thers in arms thay have called him, haye, 
with the sanctionof the field officers, passed 
the subjnined regulations.—The commitice 
trust that the regiment will’see, that they , 
can haye no motive in proposing Nite 
rules, but a wish to render their fellow 
soldiers valuable to their country,.and to . 
enable them effectually to second the re- 
military in eagre for ‘those . 
* yights, which have ev u the pride of 
Englishmen, 4nd which we have 76 
** qur honours te préserve sacred 
«violate. ———They ate sotry to 
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several gentlemen are deficrent in the 
knowledge of the manual exercise, which 
cen oly atise irom their frequent absence 
from parade. ‘lhey beg leave, however, 
to remind them, that this is a very serious 


evil, as it not cnly occasion delays anc 


inconvenience on ordinary drills and field 
days, but wou'd, in ihe hour of tnal, ren- 
der thim more dangerous to their com- 
rades than formidsble to the enemy. The 
best remedy for this will be, in the first 
instance, priva'e iutstruction at their seve- 
ra’ heuses, and afterwards collectively, 
with as many as the corps, as cap conve- 
niently atiend to form a party for that 
purpose.— First: the committee having re- 
commendid to the field ficrs ot the regi- 
ment, the propriety cf having the ccm- 
missioned apd non-commissioned cthcers 
cither publiciy or privately drilled by the 
adjutant and svrjeant-major.  Colcne 

baile and the tield cfhcers, who were 
preseni, requested the chairman to signify 
their appre bation of the above recommen- 
dation; and, in consequence, i¢ was ree 
solved, thet spch drills be 1m mediately in- 
stituted twice every week, ull, by a tho- 
rough knowledge of their duty, their fer- 
ther aitencance may be dispensed with ; 
the former, under fine of five shillings 
for each pnon-aitendance, and the latter 


‘ iwo and sispence.—— Secondly, that the 


rule against Jaughing or talking in the 
ranks ke strictly attended to; and the 
gentl«enen in the ranks are particularly 
requested to be aiding and assisting their 
officcrs by reperting the transgressors, the 
fines for which, the cfhicers will receive 
on the spot; and the non-commissio.ed 
officers are to be particularly watchful 
fur (Le suppression of such ursoldier-like 
conduct, the bane of all discipline. 
Thirdly, that any soldier, whose ramrod 
remains ip the barrel upon bringing his 
musket to the recover, preparatory to 
firing, while «n duty, or shall have ac- 
tually fired it cf, shall be subject to be 
reprimanded by the committer, and pay 
such fine to the regimental fund as shcy 
shall think proper to enforce, not exceed- 
ing the sum of five guineas.—And, as 
Very serious ‘consequences have lately en- 
sued, in other parts of the kingdom, fiom 
two cartridges having been discharged at 
ence. It is reso/ved, that any gentleman, 
who shat} lead his musket with more than 
one cartridge, and not fall into the rear, 
to draw the same, shall be subject to such 
fine as the committee shall direct, the sum 
hot exceeding three guineas,— Fourthly, 
that from the €xiemic difficulty of ascer- 
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it is resolved, that no’ verbal excuse. for 
non-attendance be sufficient; and those 
gentlemen, who might be obliged to ab- 
cent themselves will signify such by letter, 
which they will cause to be delivered to 
their commanding officer, befcre the con- 


clusicn of the roil-calling of their respec-. 


tive compan:es, which letters, the com- 


‘mending cfhcers ci companies are 1equest- 


ed to fiir, in order that they may be pro- 
duced every month, or oftener if required, 
with the account of the fines returped by 
the serjeants.— And, as several gentiemen 
have experienced great inconvenience 
from the non-attendance of others, who 
have been warmed fer guerd, the cem- 
mitice, tor the better regulation cf their 
aticndance, in futwre, Fave resolved, that 
ary member of this corps, who may re- 
ceive such notice, and not comply there- 
with, shall be regularly warned for each 
succeeding guard, and be liable tothe ac- 
custemed fine jor each default, until his 
guard be completed; the only excuse, in 
this case, will be such sickness as would 
incapacitate him from doing his duty, of 
which a certificate trem a medical gen- 
tleman shall be delivered to the com- 
manding officer of his company, cn the 


‘ motning preceding the day for which he 


is warned, and no verbal excuse wiil be 
admitted ; but it is, however, clearly un- 
derstood, that every gentleman has the 
power of exchanging guard, which will 


exempt him from the above regulation.—. 
Fifthly; as in a soldier the crime of, 


drunkenness, sleeping upon, or quitting 
his post when on guard, are evils of the 
greatest magnitude, the field officers, un- 
der the conviction that any individual, who 
may be guilty of any of these crimes, is 
unworthy a post in the regiment, have re- 
solved, that such person shall be brought 
before the committee, who shall bave the 
power to inguire into such conduct, and it 
it shall appear that there is a cause fer 
a court martial, that part of the’ Act of 
the 43d of his present Majesty, shall 
be most strictly carried into effect. 
(Signed) Henry Smitu, Chairman ;” 





and dated, “ Committee-room, 13th Dee. 
‘* 1803,”=——-Here we see, that the com- 
mittee is every thing, and the Commanding 


Officer nothin g- 


The committee do, in- 


deed, recommend to the Field Officers; 
but, as Goldsmith says, the recommenda- 
tions of superiors savour strongly of com- 


mands; and, we observe, accordingly, that , 


the conimittee “ resolve’ that their recommen- 


dations Shall be acted upon, They resolve, : 
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that the men shall be present; that they 
shall be drilled, and where they shall be 
drilled, and how they shall be drilled, and 
how they shall be punished, if it appears to 
tem, the commitice, that punishment ought 
torbe inflicted. In short, the regiment is 
Wander no other control than that of a club; 
a self-created, self-willed club; a club, 
tomposed, 1 dare say, of very good, very 
l, and very zealous men; their resolu- 
tions evince the strongest zeal; but, a club 
unknown (o the law, arising, as was before 
stated, out of the nature of the volunteer 
system, but a club which may, especiaily 
when it comes to. be otherwise composed, 
become an engine of desiruction.———The 
ether, document, which | have alluded to, 
isan the following words.—* At a meeting 
~S2ef the military committee of the gth regi- 
‘Coment of Loyal London Volunteers, held 
“at Fishmonger's Hall, on the sth of Ja- 
“-nuary, 1804. Lieutenant Colonel Han- 
‘© key in the chair. Resotvep: That 
“ this eommittee are decidedly of opinion, 

_ “that the attendance required of any mem- 
“ ber.of the gth regiment, is not more than 
“sean. be afiurded by every one, without 
erfering with business, so as to pro- 

duce the smallest inconvenience; more 
“particularly when the means of obtaining 
* exemption, for any. person.under peculiar 
“pressure of circumstances, are taken into 
ei Goo, we. They feel -it, therefore, 
fotheir duty, to confirm the regulations for- 
“fomerly adopted; and to -assure,the Com- 
“manding Officer, that they wall support the 
Geallection of the fines; 1n which they are con- 
dént he will be assisted by every well- 
posed person of the. regiment.—They 
Afast, that no member would, be so for- 
getful of -his duty, and so inattentive to 











public exposure; yet,.asthey are con- 
lent, that the more the regulations are 
pnsidéred,;.the more. their. moderation 
will be apparent; they do: not hesitate 
We recommend, that every power. should be 
sed ti enforce, the. collection of such 
“Sefines as have,been, or may be incurred, 
ieThey beg to, point.out to the Com- 
anding Officer, that. there are still se- 
L,members, who, having enrolled 
nemselves as volunteers, ave nol, yet afte 
ved at @ny muster of the corps ;—that it 
ewould now be rather a. detrimentto the 
legimeht than a benefit, tbat they should 
im; They submit .it to his.considera- 
am, that some measures should be taken, 
which shalheithér ¢ompel them to quality 
thew duty ;.of that they sould. be 
ismissed - fromthe segiment, in such 
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he credit of the regiment, as to require 
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“* manner as may appear most prdper to 
“him. It may, however, be fairly stated, 
** that they are by no means exempt from 
** blame, for not having fulfilled their en- 
* gagements, neither can they expect. to 
** be so considered.-——That the Commit- 
** tee are of opinion, that the money to 
“ arise frem the collection of the fines, 
* should be applied in the formation of a 
* fund for aiding and assisting such mem- 
** bers, or the families of such members of 
* the regiment, as may from time to time, 
*« by unforeseen accident, or by illness, be 
** brought into a situation to have occasion 
** for such assistance. That the adiminis- 
‘* tration of this fund shall be in, @ secret 
* Commitice of the Field Officers, andiour per- 
** sons from the different wards, all of whom 
** are enjoined secrecy, as (o any appilica- 
‘“ tion which may be made to them; so that 
* every deserving man, or his family, may 
“ receive assistance, without anv, further 


| «6 exposure than such as is absolutely nes 


© cessary for the examination of the claim, 
¢ —That this secre¢ Committee consist, in 
“ addition to the Field Oliicers,. of, Mr. 
‘© Stinger, Monument-yard, Mr. Jonesy 
*“ Fish Street Hill, Mr. W. C. Knowlys, 
* Mincing Lane, Mr. Joseph Reynolds, 
*¢ Idol Lane.’ Thus, after sub-com- 
mittees, ordinary committees, grand com- 
mittees, and open commiliees, oul comes a 
secret committee! Was there ever such con- 
fusion ? Such a mixture of the ludicrous and 
the dreadful ? 

When men meet in committees, or other 
bodies, for the purpose of deliberation and 
debate, it is in vain to attempt to set limits 
to their discussions: they will deliberate 
on any thing, and on every thing, in which 
they are, or imagine they are, imterested, 
We have seen enough of what they can do 
in their corps; and, we sha'l, I fear, ere 
long, see with what facility the commiitees, 
or other deliberative bodies, of diflerent 
corps, can communicate and co-operate 
with each other. We have, indeed,, al- 
ready seen a meeting convened, by publie 
advertisement, consisting of Delezates from 
several volunteer corps, in and sound the 
metropolis. The object of this meeting 
was, to provide a fund in aid of the families 
of such volunteers as might be injused by 
accidenis happening while at exercise; an 
ebject not only perfectly harmless but lau. 
dabie. in itself: but, if, the volunteer-com- 
miltee-men could thus, afliliate ve one pur- 
pose, so they could for another; if to raise 
a fund for one object, so to raise a dund for 
another object; and, if (o raise a tuud, so 
they could ,o address the king to remove hig 
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generals, or his ministers, or to make peace, 
or, in short, to do any other thing, » hich 
they might wish to have Gone. Are we 
told, that they could do this, whether there 
were any volunteer corps, or not? The an- 
swér is, that the volunteer corps estabiish- 
ment has virtually repealed the seai 
tious meeting act; and, let it never be 
foryoiten, that bodies of men, whom the 
government might laugh at, as long as they 
remained unarmed, become formidable the 
instant that arms are put into their hands, 
The truth of this observation will be ques- 
tioned by nowne, who has perceived the man- 
ner, in which hi Majesty’s ministers have, 
during the present session of parliament, 
spoken of the volunteer-corps. Measures 
were proposed for rendering the corps 
more efficient, and for preventing the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from the com- 
mittees and other parts of the system. 
What was their reply? Not that the 
measures were unwise, not that they were 
unjust, or inexpedient, but, that their 
adoption might * give offence to the 
« gentlemen of the volunteer corps!" The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the King’s 
Prime Minister, said be wished to ** consult 
“ the feelings of those gentlemen,” and was 
** afraid of straining the string too tight !” 
The natural consequence has followed: the 
volunteers have grown bold; 1 meay the 
thovght'ess and insolent amongst them ; and 
we have already seen writers, under the 
hame of volunteers, taking liberties, which, 
under any other character they never would 
have thought of taking, and if they ba@, 
cause for repentance would have speedily 
followed. One of them has publicly called 
upon his “ brothers in arms,” in no very 
unintelligible way, to take vengeance ona 
Member of Parliameot for having  disap- 
proved of their institution, and particularly 
for having objected to it on account of its 
democratical and revolutionary tendency, 
We have also seen a writer of the same de- 
scription, asking, whether the volunteers 
** would suffer” such and such persons to 
be ministers! It will, perhaps; be said, 
that these insolent writers are not real vo- 
lunteers, a name which has been assumed 
merely to answer 4 purpose. It may be so; 
but what was the purpose to be answered ? 
Evidently to give weight to the thing writ- 


» ten, and to intimidate the persons written 


against ; and this is, the very cireuthstance 
that establishes my position, to wit, that the 
volunteers are already beeome formidable to 
the state, without their wishing so to be 
and even without their being at all consci- 
ous of the fact, What, let me ask, would 








| commander we bave already. seen; and, Ww? 
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be said of writings like those which I have 
mentioned, if appearing under the signa- 
ture of a soddier of the regular army ?-1f 4 
writer under such a signature were {o-rTe- 
commend to his comrades to take vengeance 
on Mr. “Sheridan, for instance, for having 
spoken and written slightingly of the army, 
or were to notify that the army would not 
suffer such or such persons to be ministers, 
will it be believed, that any newspaper edi- 
tor would venture to print his production > 
And, if it were to be printed, would not 
the printer and all the parties concerned be 
most severely punished ? Why this differ- 
ence, then? Why does nobody dare even 
to talk of punishing the seditious: and san- 
guinary publications that come forth under 
the signature of a volunteer? What but 
the terror, which that name has already in- 
spired, can have produced this glaring par- 
tiality? What is a regular soldier more 
than a man-armed with a firelock and a bayo- 
net? And is not a volunteer the: same? 
Why should the latter, then, be indulged 
in the use of menacing language more than 
the former? Why are not sentiments deli- 
vered by the latter as criminal in themselves 
and as dangerous in their tendency as the 
same sentiments delivered by the former? 
The truth is, disguise it how we may, the 
shameful truth is, that this difference of 
teeling towards the volunteers and towards 
the regulars, arises, not from any jealousy 
that is entertained of the latter,-but from 
the fear, which both the people and the go- 
vernment, but particularly the.government, 
begin to entertain. of the former; who, by 
the means of their subscriptions, their hand- 
bills, their advertisements, their paragraphs, 
their ypeeches, and their letters, “but, ‘above 
all, by theit Meetings and Committdes, ‘are, 
without intending or: perceiving it, © fast 
growing intoa new order in the states They 
are, in facty: as’ 1 -have before’ described 
them, a new /Avwer; a” power..unknown to 
the laws of England, and wnuch tod strong 
to be governed by those laws. 

In order to hush forebodings like these, 
we are sometimes reminded, that in, and 
at, and about these Committees and Meet- 
ings, and at the Acad of. all the corps, are 
the nobility and gentry of< the icoantry- 
But, the Committees are constantly changing 
their members ; and-whoevergives himself 
time to reflect’ on the-motives, by which 
the parties are influenced, will readily allow, 
that, at ‘remove, the body, be it great 
or small, will receive a fresh intusion of the 
spirit of democraey. What power the! no- 
bleman or gentleman has.in the capacity of 
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“Weaprest assured, that, if he happens to get 
inte a committee, disgust .will soon make 
‘Bim¢give way to a rival who has less to Jose 
@id more to win, But, why need we la- 

gur by reasoning to establish facts, if the 
Bonstration Jies before us? From every 

t of the country have we proof upon 

ui } that the authority of the officers, 

anil! of all those whom the government 

_geems to regard as the /eaders of the 

‘YVolenteers, is 4 perfect nullity, except where 

Wihappens not to thwart the wishes of those 

po whom it was intended, and was, 
Bome time, thought to be exercised. 

Belshall content myself with a 

seiproofs ; but, they shall be such: as to 

Oduce perfect conviction.—A corps in 

he city of London has, within these few 
days appealed from their officers to the 

j ctor, who, like the ministers that he 
serves, took a middle course,. decided in fa- 

. of ‘neither, but fixed on a regulation 
‘contrary to the wishes of both.. The officers 

| Ylelded to his decision, buta great portion 

men resigned.—Ata town not far from 
=. the volunteer corps mutinied for 
: pay, which they insisted upon having 

e they proceeded: with their exercise, 

bathe pay was obliged to be produced upon 

pot, to the dread of the town, and to the 



















@eeutrence in Mr. Colonel Tierney'’s South- 
corps shall be related in the whining 
ts of his own paper, the Morning Posr, 
ithe 12th inst as thus :—** A very unplea- 
Sait occurrence, we'are sorry to state, has 
"ately taken place in the Southwark corps 

"of volunteers. One of the captains having, 
en account of his private concerns, been 
iider the necessity of resigning bis com- 









pnged proceeded io the election. of a succes 
jr, and sent to the colonel the name of 
gentleman of whony they had mate 
thoice. Colonel Tierney immediately in- 
iormed them'that their proceedings were 
fregular, ‘and that he had - himself ap- 
| S*Peinted a captain to the vacant company. 
ca tis answer produced a serious remon- 
‘tr ce onthe part of the privates; she 
ionsequence of ‘which was, that the co- 
felpnel ordered the to be disband- 

‘ed ; and the members have accordingly 
signed their arms into the’ hands of the. 
) ae officer.” So! the colonel for “ the 
ané colonel,” as they would say in the 
s of Cominvons), the colonel hus lost 
bf hie eb ; and there is'a. gap in 
tegiment | In one of his’ regiments’ I 
| fay peng mn is’ 
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ile: army a terrible example !—'The late’ 


“ “im ssion, the company towhich hehad be-: 
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of two regiments! This double colonelcy is 
another of the outrages which this system has 
committed on common sense. And why 
should not colonel ‘lierney'’s merr elect their 
new captain ? Because such election was ir- 
regular, and because the colonel himself was 
the proper person to appoint, and the only 
person who was lawfully authorized to ap« 
point, a successor to the resigned captain. 
This is true ; but why was it not acted upon 
at first? Why were the men permitted to 
tlect their officers before? Why did “ the 
gallant colonel” hitmselft accept of the com- 
mission, wlich was conferred on him, in 
consequence of their having elected him ? 
*“ Sauce for the goose is -sauce for the 
gander.” It he had no objection to this 
mode of appointing officers before, why has 
he such objection to itnow? Has he not al- 
ways taught his citizen-soldiers to regard 
their elective voice as a thing of inestimable 
value?) And does he think, that, like himself 
and Lord Portsmouth's punch, they are to 
become dumb, merely because they have 
changed their situations >In Wales and its 
neighbourhood the system seems to have 
been remarkably productive of interesting 
events, Mr. Ashton Smith having been 
chosen Lieutenant-Colonel by the Caernarvon 
volunteers, instead of Sir Robert Williams, 
as the Lord-Lieurenant wished and expected, 
and other gentiemen, supposed also not to be 
agreeable to him, having been chosen by the 
corps .as officers, the Lord-Licutenant at- 
tempted toréduce their numbers, but a ge- 
neral ery of “ one and a//,’—‘ as we were, 
or as we are,” decided the point !~'The Ban- 
gor volunteers, in: ** an open committee of the 
whole corps,” came to a determination, that 
they would no longer serve under their of 
ficers, thoughof rhe:r dwnelecting, whowere, 
in consequence, putaside, dnd others were 
chosen in their stead. Alt the same time, 
this corps,’ by avvete, attachdd itself to’ the 
Cacrnarvon corps, though the towns are at 
nine or tén miles distance from each other !. 
+b will memion but two: more instanees, 
the: first of which shall be «taken from. 
amongst the corps of Mr. Pitt. Ata drill of 
one of these corps, a very litske while since, 
two men left the ranks, without leave. The 
Lieut, who commanded, bid them fal) in, 
They did'so, but one of them began laugh-; 
ing ;. whereupon the Lieut. bade him hold, 
his“tongue, to which he replied, that he 
would: ‘© be damned if be would unless he 
pleased.” The Lieutenant went up to 
him inorder to take him out of the 
rauks; but the man, clubbing his musket, 
frees he wuoulid knock the officer down, if 
be touched him. A serjrant of - the guards,’ 
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who was attending tle drill, then took a file 
of men, seized the offender, and lodged 
him ina store-house not far off; but, when 
the drill wasover, the men went in a body 
to the store-House, and swore they would 
instantly pull it down, unless their comrade 
was released. This had its desired effect ; 
and thus ended this instance of volunteer do- 
ality! No wonder that Mr. Pitt, if it be 
really true that he means to rival Buonaparté 
in arms, should wish fora ‘* more ethcient 
“ code” forthe government of his legions. 
Whether the measures which he proposed, 
at the opening of parliament, would be ade- 
quate to the object, the public may, proba- 
bly, be able to form some judgment, when 
they are told, that the battalion, in which 
this most impudent and mutinous conduct 
took place, has at its head a Field Officer from 
the regu/ar service! Who can behold all 
this without thinking of the etfect, which 
it is caiculated to produce on the minds of 
the army? And here we see the evil of 
dressing the volunteers in regimentals; this 
gives them the appearance of soldiers; and, 
when they are perceived to be disobedient, 
to absent themselves, to abuse their officers, 
and to mutiny by whole corps, what ground 
haye we to hope, thatythe army will not 
follow their example? Les;-we have grouad, 
and, I trest, ground that will never fail as ; 
the excellent character, the high spirit, the 
true soldier-like pride of the army, that 
pride which must necessarily make the sol- 
diers look with contempt on the scenes of 
disorder, disobedience, and confusion, which 
they, but too often, witness amongst the 
volunteeis. What a lamentable state! 
What a melancholy reflection! That, to 
the zeal, the patriotism, the loyalty, to all 
the public virtues of the people, such a di- 
rection should have been given, as to make 
even themselves hope, that the army will 
not be injured by their example !+—But, 
the most alarming symptom of all is, that, in 
several instances, particularly in the one I 
am now about to mention, the effects of the 
voluntcer system has been, an open and 
daring defiance of thedaws and the magistracy, 
At Chester, on the morning of the 28th 
of December, a press gang, stationed in 
that city, took up a seaman, who proved 
to belong to the Chester Volunteer’ Infan- 
try; and, in consequence of the threats 
of some of the corps to rescue him, be was 
lodged in the Northgate jail. The volun- 
teers, soon after, paraded for exercise, and 
on their parade. repeated their threats of res- 
cue, for which they were reprimanded by 
the commanding officer ; but were, at the 
seme tyne, assured, that every proper effort 
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~“ the enemy?” Are these the troops, ¥ 
ay and lofiy plumes, in Hyde. Park, 
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should be made in order to obtain the release 


of their comrade. In the evening of the 
same day, a body of the volunteers, about 
400 in number, suddenly assembled, in their 
regimentals, and with side arms, marched 
immediately to the Northgate, and demand- 
ed the man, who had been lodged there by 
the press-gang. On receiving a refusal, 
they were proceeding to attack the jail, when 
one of their officers, Major Wilmot, (a gen- 
tleman who had served long in the regulars) 
came up, in his regimentals, and, after urg- 
ing them in vain to desist, declared, that he 
would put the first of them to death that at- 
tempted to force the jail; upon which he 
was immediately seized by the volunteers, 
who pinnioned bis arms, some of them call- 
ing out, at the same time, * down with 
« him!" and others “ break his sword over 
« his head!" By the assistance of some 
friends, he was rescued from them uovhurt. 
They then turned their fury against the jail, 
the windows of which they first forced in, 
and then the door; upon which the jailor, in 
order to secure the rest of the prisoners, gave 
up the man in question, who, by his rescuers 
was chaired through all the principal streets 
of the city, amidst shouts of exultation and 
triumph ! The naval rendezvous house 
was the next object of attack. At their ap- 
proach the press-gang retired ; but, leaving 
their colours, the volunteers tore them from 
their staff, and dragged them in the kennel, 
afier having destroyed the windows, doors, 
&c. of the house! Lieutenant Colonel 
Cuyler, the Inspecting Ficld Officer of the 
volunteers in the district, sent to and called 
upon, the mayor aud magistrates to use their 
authority; but, what were they to do against 
such a nomber of armed.men? All they: 
could .do, was what they did, to wit, to 


send a very civil note to Lieutenant Burchell, 


earnestly requesting him to take his gang 
out of Chester, as it was not in the power of 
the magistrates 10 afford them protection 
against the volunteers, ‘till troops should ar- 
rive in the city. The magistrates, at the 
same time, sent off an express to His Royal 
Highness Prince William of Gloucester, 
who commands the district, stating that the 
safety of ibe city could not be answered for, 
unless he sent a strong detachment of troops} 
10 Consequence of which application, four 
companies of the Shropshire Supplementary 
Militia were immediately marched in front 


Liverpool, and, at the end of some daysy 


peace was restored. And, is it already 
come to this? Is this the sort of force which 
1 to enable vs. “* to hurl back the threats of 






53) Ake 
recited ah 






Se A, 
FL atl 
; ete © 

. ae prue 


* 


53)) Ags. 
oon eclipsed the poor regular army 
fe militia? Are these the heroes, who 
ceived the thanks of the House of Com. 
% Are these the Knights whose ban- 
fe wrought by the hands ef Royal la- 

ad presented by Majesty itself? 
thing, that we hear of, has yet been 
fo the Chester volunteers ; and, in- 
6 timid, so fearful, are the public, as 
ell-as the government, as to all matters, 
wherein. the volunteers are concerned, that 
no mention of this alarming transaction has 
eve s] und its way into the London prints, 
which, had such an act of violence, such a 
daring age on the laws of the land, been 
committed by a regular regiment, would 
ye stunned the nation with their out-cries, 
éir demands of justice upon the 
e the offenders *. I shall not at- 
t. here to point out all the conse- 
nees, which are likely to result from the 
levof successful opposition to the law, 
set by the Chester volunteers, but | cannot 
reff from expressing my fears,-that, as 
the news of it shall reach the several sea- 
ports, particularly the collier towns, the vo- 
nteer corps will become very convenient 
asylums. or all those seamen, who happen 
k eo mn port, and who wish to have an in- 
ible, protection against press-warrants; 
that, the volunteer system, the intention 
whieh was to increase the force of ‘the 
ity in a degree far beyond what it 
have been made to amount to by any 
other means, this ill-contrived, worse-di- 
fed, and still worse-conducted system, 
Koatter having starved the militia, the 
rmy. 9! _feserve and the regulars, extend 
ee Fishing and ener, ating iniluence 
0 the fleet, an that, too, ata moment, when 
bvery, possible exertion is wanted .to pro- 
vide forthe demands of that most important 
fanch of our defence. But, the great dan- 
ver, the danger, which, inmy opinion, swal- 
WSlp every other, is, the triumph, which 
and which I tremble to think, 
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@ truly astonishing how carefully facts .re- 
to Volunteer quarrels are kept from the pub- 
me dmere has been, for, wecks past, a most vio- 
lent dispute going on in the St. Pancras regiment. 
Yet the ery firft we'sce of it in print, Spears 
this very day, in the ‘following words: “ We feel 
: ure in being able to state, thatthe existing 
ences between the. Colore/ and Committec of the 
; * ancras regiment. of Loyal Volunteers are 
Dad@ly to be amicubly adjusted.”—Mask this. 
the Comvitece at wotk again. Yet MroHiley: 
n asserted, that the corps mentioned by 
dham, was a “ so/itory inftance!""—See Mr. 
m’s admirable Speech, at full length, on 
ct of Volunteer Committees, in the 6th 
° aka: Patlhamentary Debates, which 
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the volunteer-corps, will, if not speedily 
reduced in numbers, and if the system be 
not radically revised, cbtain over all the legal 
authority in the state. If I am-told, that 
the King’s ministers are, by the Act of Par- 
liament, empowered to disband any voluan- 
teer-cotps thus misbehaving, I ask, dare 
they, and will they, exercise this power ? 
If not, it is worse than no power at all, be- 
cause their forbearing to use it, under such 
circumstances, discovers the extent of their 
fears. Am I reminded, that men, by be- 
coming volunteers, obtain no exemption 
from the effects of the law? My answer 
is, show me what has been done to the vo- 
Jnnteers who broke open the jail at Chester ; 
who demolished a house, dragged the King's 
colours in the kennel, and who rescued a 
man from the King’s officers and the King’s 
prison ; show me what bas been done to 
those volunteers ; show me, that they have 
been dealt with as men not being volunteers 
would have been dealt with, in a similar 
case, or blame me not for regarding the 
Northgate of Chester as another Bustile, 
and blame me’ not, if my anxiety for my 
King and ‘country mekes me fear, that, if 
the ministry. yield to the volunteers in this 
instance, the historian, after describing the 
riot and rescue at Chester, will have to add, 
‘here the revolution of England began.’ 

** Short: follies are best,” was the title of 
an appeal to the Freneh government and 
people, insan early stage of those mad pro- 
ceedings, which, ‘contrary to the expecta. 
tions and in opposition tothe wishes of even 
those who were concerned in them, finally 
demolished the monarchy and deluged the 
country with blood. Here, too, ‘* short 
‘* follies are best.” The volunteer system 
is not made for this country : it is fraught 
with mischief: it must.be: done away, or 
radically changed: the preservation of our 
Sovereigo’s throne and of our own Jiberties 
depends upon measures being speedily adopt- 
ed for this purpose, ‘There is. yet time; but, 
how Jong that time will last;:;no man car 
tell. 

Wa. Conzerr. 


—_—_ 





TO THE EDITOR, 


[In inserting the following letter, which, - 
it seems, has already been published in ano- 
ther print, T think it proper to observe, that 
I coincide with the author, in, all the senti- 
ments, which he has here’ expressed. I have 
always disapproved of “ the Society for the 
** Suppression of Vice,” which is, in fact, aa. 
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jaquisition self created and totally unknown 
to the laws and usages of the realm. I see 
the names of many respectable persons 
amongst the members aud supporters of this 
club; but, L am fully persuaded, that the 
foundation of it is puritanical, and I am 
sure, that, in ifs consequences, it is fraught 
with mischief. Nevertheless, I am sincerely 
disposed to hear, and to communicate to my 
readers, all that can be urged in Lchalt of 
this novel institution; and, therefore, I in- 
vile a defence of it, which, if not much 
more than twice as leng as the letter here 
inserted, and coming to me from @ member 
of the society, shall appear as soon as. possi- 


ble afier it is received ——W.C.] 





Sin,—In reading the papers I frequently 
observe, among the proceedings of the Po- 
lice Otfices,, accounts «f prosecutions insti- 
tuted by per ons styling themselves a Society 
for the Suppression of Vice. A Society for 
the Suppression of Vice has a captivating 
sound, and | have no deubt that the mem- 
bers of it (of whom [ do not know one indi- 
vidual) are decent, virtuous characters, who, 
with the honest matron in Prior's tale, 

Think the nation ne'er will thrive 
Till ali the whores are burnt alive. 

Readily admitting, therefore, that the 
members of the Society for the Suppression 
of Vice are neither whoremongers, adulter- 
ers, nor even such as the publican whom 
they lately brought to Bow Street, I beg 
leave to say, that I entertain great doubts of 
the utility of such a society. I am very 
much afraid that it either has begun, or will 
ead, in that sort of spivitual pride whicli so 
often has compelled men charitably to per- 
scevte their neighbours for not being so 
pious and so godly as themselves. It is 
wonderful, Sir, how the love of power dis 
guises itself. Those who by hook or crook 
cap contrive 10 make others de what they 
otherwise would not do, or forbear to do 
what they otherwise would do, immediately 
feel themselves elevated into an important 


character, The beadle of a parish is a most | 


arbitrary sovereign an ong beyears and other 

altry delinquenis within his jurisdiction. 
Vhen I first heard 6f the Socie y for the 
Suppression of Vice, | thought that it had 
been a new sort of magisiracy erected in the 
state, @ sort of commission for executing- the 
otce of grand beadle all over Engignd 


The runsers and egents of this society dis- 
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’ sion, and a force which it never was inten! 


employ rs ~~ They 





1 


| Whose life may be safe ? whose wil may 
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streets, inspect the ale-houses, detect ag a real 
dancers (hops among’ the low, routs amht¢ gee 
the high), carry on eternal hostility with Sgasen 
kinds of amusement in which the infejOrem 
rauks of society are so insolent as to induiAOE, 
Far be it from me to justify vice, either GRRE 
high or Jow, but I am inclined to think (ies ae 
the jaw itself goes out of its province if ® a 
attempts to reguiate the private lives of (WANS ® 
subject, and to punish men for what W2SRihs 
commonly calied vice. 1 am sure, at ]ea?* S05 
that if an inquisition of law were to be i: Be) 
stituted to make every man chaste, sob/@USPy 
and godly, J know not in what hornble al et 
ranny it would end. 


perse themselves every where, scour a]! OmesHe 





If this Society for 1} 
Suppression of Vice go on, they will give t! 
laws that do exist in these points an exte™ 


ed they should have, and which must gi 
rise to intolerable vexation. i hy 
not take a pint of porter ona Sunday, b&CHR ESS 
straight the publican is carried to Bo" ey 
Suieck by sicaile toilet in the pay of suse the 
society. I say nothing of the private life co 
individuals being at the mercy of such conte 
servators of public morals. Not Jong ag: 
in consequence of the officious and pertii 
cious meddling of this society, the charac. 
(the vice it may be said) of a gentleme, ee 
was nearly exposed to the whole town, fe 
a foolish investigation about the stealing Bap . 
a child. I protest that, had 1] been in tht aa 
gentlemano’s situation, I should have cuts 
gelled my tormentor, could I have single. 
him out, in a most exemplary manner, {0s oa 
his impertinence.——But there is anothe .y 
view in which this society may do mut jon 
mischief, while I am satisfied that they nt oss 
ver can do eny good. They, in fact, kec} 9 7ace of 
a seminary for rearing up a set of the mo" se rete 
abandonéd-scourdrels that cam infest societ’, . eae. te F 
namely, informers by trade. It is imposs: "7 
ble that any bot the most idle, dissolute, 22° re 
shameles:, can engage in the occupation ¢ "7 
commen informers, and of discovering tit ~~ 
game which the society ate determined 
hunt down. ‘These “vagabonds, protecte! 
by the authority of this puritanical institu p, 
tion, have it in their power to give troubl' g 
to many persons to whom they have ill-wi! 
and who som: times woutd rather pay a go 
stm of mon y, than have their vices expose? 
Fesides, these informers will either make” | 
find business for themselves and for the" 
will swear any thf 
against any body. Why, it is their vocatiot 
and who can blame them. But those w)? 
establish and support such a trade in 
State have not a little to answer for. Whi F 
such villains are thus regimented and path 
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honour may be sacred? whose 

beace may be secure? This is do- 

feat deal of evil, and pray where is 

od that is to follow?——Alil wise 

§ have abstained from. attempting 

MO prosecute manners, when they do 

w themselves in overt acts destruc- 

i@ peace and order of the commu- 

here are many things bad in them- 

lve eee criminal in foro conscientia, of 
hick @ human tribunal can take no cog- 
ANCE. These things are of the resort not 
iva Jaws but of religion, and to call 


: at leg my 
he civil arm to correct them, would 


to be |, 


ly the business of police so much, and 

or the interference of government so 
: t society would be intolerable, and 
@istinction between vices and crimes 
t lost.——I have little doubt that 


Society originales in. the principles of 
ibras and Ralpho. Whether it be a bear 

Mddie, or any vulgar merry-making, 

me people see in it ten thousand imaginary 

to Ro @amgers to peigion and virtue, and would 
y of Use, old ponderous argument of force to 
¢ life SMPPRESS it, I do not,say that this society 
8 One Of the engines of the puritanical, me- 

€ai party, now so much on the in- 
19 get power among us, theugh I am 
thontsuspicion. They, in the opinion 
themes t SaaOFBrave men, have made considerable 
wo, MOWBMREES to an imperium in imperio, and it they 
ting ee b prospering as they have done, it will 
a thing to enjoy their protection 
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ession of Vice, or indeed for any per- 
Hever. ‘Lhis indirect way of govern- 
Well calculated to gain converts and 
, Subjects; and it may lead to public usurpa- 
tion, or at least to a confederation incon- 
stent with all good government. ‘The ex- 
reise Of such a functivn, cloaked over with 
(a > prete nce of zeal for religion and godli- 
ness, highly gratifying to the mind. 
:  SiBiire ’tis av orthodox opinion, 
hat grace is founded in dominion, 
a { piety consists in pride, 
BS a le is to be sanctified | 
[ am, perfectly satisfied, therefore, that an 
Astitution like that of the Society for the 
roseeution of Vice is a standing conspiracy 
St the quiet and tranquillity of society; 
at may be a very dangerous engine in 
mds of the Puritans, to subdue and 
sthe lower orders, and ou to be 
d by all wise and liberal men. 
s. have it ip their power to de 
by setting themselves against all io- 
bs produced by the perjured agents 
ciety. In doing so they will do 
to the state.—-—I am yours, &c. 


in thi ai. Sai ; 
| _AgaMst | ir own agent, the Society tor the | 








| of the ignorant. 
| generally the refult when that great Minis- 
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TO TIIE EDITOR, 


Str,——The state of the commerce of 
the country isa subject, to which the pub- 
lic and the parliament ought to be directed, 
particularly as the Minister has, by his ac- 
tions, shewn so little regard for the preser- 
vation of that “ capital, credit and confi- 
© dence,” which, at the date of the peace 
of Amiens, he thought. proper to represent 
as the trip!e pillar of our safety,——He 
has, Sir, refused the loan of Exchequer 
Bills, requested by the merchants of Li- 
verpdol. He hasturned a deaf ear to all 
their representations, as well as to those 
that have been mae to him by the Mer- 
chants of London, Bristol, Glasgow, and 
Newcastle, though the persons who joined 
in these repesentations were numerous, 
and of the most wealthy and respectable 
class, and who, for the most part, not 
being themselves in want of a-sistance, 
could only be influenced by a conviction of 
the necessity and urgency of the case, and 
by the desire cf assisting the commercial 
interest at large at this most critical period. 
——lIn the year 1793, events bad occurred 
which threatened to produce effects as dis- 
astrous as are now anticipated; when on 


| arepresentation being made to Mr. Pitt, 


he, with that manliness which characterized 
all Ais proceedings, brought forward the 
measure of a Lean to the Merchants 
(though it. was opposed by some persons of 
eminence in the city), regardless of the 
censure of the envious and the dissuasion 
The result was, as was 


ter acted from himself, that he had the sa- 
tisfaction of finding, he had conferred a most 
essential service on the kingdom at large, 
by supporting the credit of the merchants, 
and promotiug our manufactures, and this 
too with a gain to the Treasury; for al- 
though he saved many worthy families from 
ruin, and although the Exchequer was not 
in the actual advance of a single shilling, 
yet there was a profit derived by govern- 
ment, from the issue of Exchequer bills, of 
several thousand pounds,—— W hether Mr. 
Addington refuses to adopt a similar plan, 
in a case of similar, not to say greater 
emergency, that he may as much as possi- 
ble deviate from the steps of his great pre- 
decessor—whether he is. apprehensive of 
provoking a discussion of the causes which 
have conduced to the present and increas- 
ing embarrassment of the merchants—or, 
whethei, by way of experiment, he pre- 
fers to meet the storm rather than prevent 
it—whether he is deterred by. the insinus 
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ations of the ill-informed or ill-intentioned 
advisers—or by what other motive he is 
jufluenced—certain it is, that he has pe- 
remptorily rejected every solicitation, and 
turned a deaf ear to the strong, repeated, 
and united remonstrances that have been 
made. It therefore now only remains to 
wait the event, which [ venture to predict 
will be as speedy as it will be calamitous 
to this nation, and will afford to the enemy 
far greater cause of exultation than (if the 
spirit of the country be not depressed by the 
zpathy or inefficiency of his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters) they will ever derive from the suc- 
cess of their arms. I say so ina commercial, 
therefore in a financial view, of this 
miost serious and impending blow to our 
real interests as a military and a trading 
nation. As a sincere friend to my country, 
I warn the Minister of the calamitous re- 
sult. If our commerce fatl, our manufac- 
tures must of course fail, and it requires 
no powers of divination to affirm, that the 
failure of our revenue must be the fatal 
consequence. The Minister, therefore, is to 
judge, whether, at such an awlul crisis, he 
ought to allow personal pique or pompous 
pride to supercede measures evidently cal- 
culated for the particular benefit, if not 
the salvation, of the state. Iam, Sir, 
your’s, &c, * R. N. 


~ —_— 








TO THE EDITOR. 


(Stry-——Having observed that the Lords 
of the Admiralty, have thought proper to 


advise his Majesty to put several oflicers of 


the royal Marines on the retired list, which 
without doubt their age and length of ser- 
vice fully entitled them to, I so far intirely 
approve of what they have done, as 
younger officers will be brought forward, 
who will be more capable of discharging 
the duties of their profession, with satis- 
faction to their own minds, and advantage 
to their country. ——But, I sincerely hope, 
their lordships do not intend to stop here. 
There is nO Corps under the crown, whose 
services have been more conspicuous, and 
whose utility is more generally acknow- 
ledyed by the whole country, and truth 
calls on me to declare, that in my opinion, 
ho one has been more neg!ected.-—The 
necessity of putting the heads of the corps 
ut present on the retirement, sufficiently 
shews the want of proper encouragement 
being held out to the officers. Many of the 
caplams who only obtained that rank in 
nincty-seven, have served twenty-four 
ears, and’ were no less than seventeen 
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* Went ¢f soom prevents me from civ 
Cpira eon this subject.—Loitoa, ar sp 




















































ears subalterns. It is easy to foresee “ined. 
before they can possibly be field-officy 
will ‘be time for them to retire froy 
service: If the number of field-o 
were inereased, in proportion to tl; 
other corps, there mteht be some char 
young men lookiag forward, to-obia: 
rank of # ficld-officer, while they nos. 
strength of body, and a sufficient: ey, 
of mind, to enable them to discharge! 
duty.x——As the disadvantages the m: 
corps labours under are not gene” 
known, I shall beg leave to point outa 
of them: in the first place, the presen 
tablishment is about twenty-two thous 
The number of field officers attache 
this are three colonels commandant, | 
colonels en second; twelve lieutenaxi 
lonels, and twelve majors. In all th 
——The royal artillery, a corps th: 
the nearest the establishment of the: 
rines, I believe is about nine thou: 
strong. They are divided into nine b: 
lions, and have five freld-officers to «: 
In all forty-five. Such a disproportw 
at once astonishing ; and the effect » 
duced by it is, that in the one corps 
officers are pretty generally disgusted, : 
lament the day they entered into !t; 
others feel themselves happy in ba 
succeeded in promotion, beyond theirs 
sanguine expectations.——Such is on 
the consequences, arising from a wail 
a proper establishment of field-offices 
the marine. It is true a saving to gove 
ment arises from it; but if the spirit 
corps is to’ be broke, and all emulat. 
erushed, from the paliry consideration ( 
few hundred pounds, it is high time to! 
duce it altogether. I am astonished, the 
hitherto has supported the character i! 
so well deserved, under such numer 
disadvantages ; a few more of which, } 
Cobbett; I shall take the liberty to p0 
out ina future letter. ———J am, &c. 

Jan, 8, 1804. , 








INTELLIGENCE, 

Foreicn. New’ disturbances 
broken out in Syria. When-the celebr: 
Dgezzar Pacha was appointed Pacha of ) 
‘mascus, Abdallah, ‘who was displace!) 
make room for him, pot hiimse}fiarsthe b? 
of 15,000 men, and laid/waste the wh! 7 
country with fire and! sword, inorder to" 
venge himself for-the lodsiof +his’ statio®' 
Governor of Damaseus:—~—The tow! 
Alexandria; in Egypt, ‘is redaced to" 
greatest straits by the Beys, by whom "" 
besieged. According to some accounts? 7 





































} Pacha, the Turkish Commander, has 
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shimself to the defence of the citadel, 
fdhas given up the town to the Mame- 
168,——The Captain Pacha, who sailed 
time ago, with a fleet of seventeen 
i, for the protection of the Morea, ha; 
ved orders from. the Gran! Seignior to 
ia to Constantinople, and is now, with 
be ships of the line, iv the Dardanelles, 

i@ remainder of his fleet remains off the 
florea, under the furkish Vice-Admiral.— 
































a asul from the United States of Awrsrica 
gen been recognized at Petersburg, who is 
ont © first public: agen. sent to that court. — 
res Hamburgh Corres; ondenien asserts that 
thou ‘now decided that. the High Cuancellor, 
ache Won Worenzurff, sas, ou account je 
nt, | health and great age, resigned his 
enant Ments, and wil, speedily reiire to 
I th | His place, however, is not yet 
3 tha d, and in the mean «ime. Czartorinski 
the tged with the daiies of that depart- 
thou ené.——An article dated on the banks of 
neh:  iffie/ Mayne states that the Emperor of Kussia 
to ¢ shad applied to the French Governmeat rela- 
orti tive to the occupation of Hanover, and the 
act nification of the King of Sardinia, but 
rps, es et instances had received a begative. 
ed, arté said, that be could neither eva- 
it; danover nor give effect to the indem- 
ha y of the King of "Sardinia, even were the 
air aGiple admitted, till the present war with 
on ad was terminated. --— Accounts from 
bd c ter burgh state, that the levy ot recruits 
be the Russian army amounts to 60,000, 
rove 14,000 for the navy. Orders are also 
a to have been received, to form maga- 
lay, bon the Polish frontiers, for the Russian 
a 8.in that quarter. ‘The Russian fleet in 
to lack Sea, composed of 12 ships of the 
tha _ of G4 guas each, and nine frigates, is 
it} completely ready to set sail at the 
ser fest notice, at the beginning of next 
1, J -——Letters from Wetzlar state, that, 
po the mediation of France, the sum of 
| ity.ta be allowed by the Batavian 
R public to the House of Orange for the 
fins of that family has been fixed at two 
~  iiiiitons of Dutch ducats, The Prin:e 
astel Franco, the Spanish Ambassador, 
hy whe Chevalier Miranda, the Portu- 
oa Ambassador, have notified the neu- 





of their respective nations in tbe pre- 













4 war. It appears by letters from Vi- 
he that the dispute between the Courts of 
he na and Munich, on the subject of Oder- 
4 is likely to be adjusted.» The Bavari- 
af have withdrawn from that place, and 






Austrian troqps that were advancing to 

ontiers of Bavarna have received orders 
It. It-is said, however, thet the ditfe- 
€ respecting the rights of the iquepdere 
tr of the Empire, whose cause tad bee 
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espoused by the Emperor, against the pre- 
tensions of the, Klector of Bavaria, is still 
the subject of negotiation ; and that the 
Elector has appealed to the Courts of Berlin 
aad St. Petersburgh --—Recent intelligence 
from the Escurial informs us, that much 
anxiety prevails.in Spain respecting the neu- 
trality of that kingdom. ‘The terms of the 
late convention with France have not traas- 
pired, but it is feared that England may not 
recognize the agreement. [n the mean-time, 

the naval preparations in the Spanish ports 
coatinue with great vigour. Admiral Gra- 
vina is now at the Court of the Escurial; and, 
with few exceptions, all, naval otheers are 
ordered to their ports. —- Notwithstanding 
the numerous accounts which have been for 
a long time received of the wretched state of 
St. Domingo, and of the utter inability of 
the Brench to retain their establishments 
there, even for a short time, it is asserted in 
the Philadelphia papers, that the [rench 
Charge d’Affaires in the United States has 
lately had placed in his bands, upwards of 
four hundred thousand dollars for the use of 
the remaant ef the Irench forces in St. Do- 
mingo: and that means were to be adopted 
to procure a rezular supply of money for de- 
fraying the expenses of the colony, and 
every claim on the Governor, or his agents, 
was to be met by sums previously placed in 
the hands of individuals specially appointed 
by the Freach Goverament.—These papers, 
also, confirm the news of the inteution of 
the Spanish Government io Louisiana, to 
surrender the province to. no other than a 
French Agent duly authorized for that pur- 
pose. In consequence of this, all commerce 
at New Orleans is suspended ; and the Ame- 
rican Government is taking the necessary 
measures for possessing themselves of the 
ceded territory, by force, if the Spaniards 
should persist in their refasal to surreu- 
der it. 

Domestic.——The London Gazette of 
Saturday last contains an Oder in Council, 
prohibiting, for six months, from the 11th 
inst. the exportation of naval and military 
stores. The Guizette of the 10th inst, an- 
nounces that the King has been pleased to 
constitute and appoint the Right Honourable 
John Earl of St. Vincent, Admiral of the 
White Squadron of [lis Mujesty's Fleet, 
Lieutenant General of the Royal Marine 
Forces, and Kuight of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath ; Sir Philip Stephens and 





Sir Thomas Troubridge, Baronets; James 


Adams, John Markham, and John Lemon, 
Esqrs. and Sir Harry Burrard Neale, Bart. 
to be His Majesty's Commissioners for exe- 
cu'ing the office of High Admiral «f the 
| United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
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Jand, and the Dominions, ‘Islands and Ter- 
ritories thereunto belonging. 
Mitrrary.——For a levg time no ac- 
counts of the military preparations of France 
have been received, upon which any reliance 
could be placed. The late French papers 
are totally silent on the subject, but in the 
Leyden Gazette there are accounts $0 far 
down as the 16th of December, which de- 
serbe the amovnt of the French military 
force as very formidable, The army of the 
cinp of St. O.ner alone js estimated at 
70,000 men, An hundred thousand men 
ar: stated to be stationed along the coast 
fron Boulogne to Ostend. Every moment 
new detachments of troops are setting oat 
from the inteior, as well as from the fron- 
tiers of the Rhine, to the coasts of the Chan- 
ne]. Seven thousand men wo have beea 
r-called from the Army of Hanover are to 
reniir thithet also The army also which 
has remained hitherto in Swisserland has 
just received orders for the same destination. 
At the same time the vast number of troops 
collected aloug the coasts, in barracks, at a 
season which multiplies their wants, has con- 
siderably embarrassed their commanding of- 
ficers to supply them with necessaries, and 
has necessarily subjected the neighbouring 
de art nents to requisitions by way of loan. 
Bit the First Consul was no sooner informed 
of this, than he sent orders to th: Minister 
at War to draw up immediately exact state- 
ments of the sums ra sed tn this way, aad to 
give orders for their peyment. The Mivister 
of Finance has announced th's resolution of 
the Chief Mazistrate to the Prefects of the 
Provinces ¢onceraed, in answer to the repre- 
sentations made by them in the name of 
their constituents. The minister concludes 
his letter by requesting the prefects to make 
known this measure ito the communes that 


had suffered from the requisition, and to. 


assure them that those requisitions which the 
exigenev of ‘the service had rendered indis- 
pensably necessary, would not be repeated. 
——There are no accounts of any recent 
movements among the French troops station- 
ed on the coasts of Italy: they amounted, 
according to the last estimates, - to nearly 
thirty-six thousand mer, composed almost 


exclusively of French soldiers. ‘The greatest | 


part of the Italian conscripts have been, 
during the war, appointed to some other 
service. ——The preparations which were 
formerly stated to have been carrying on, 


on the coasts of the Adriatic, do not appear | 


. to have been interrupted, 
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Navat.——No information has been » 79a. 
ceived relative the naval preparations on th Ver 
French coast; but  intélligence -respectin ” ema 
those in Holland, which, indeed, are si, vem 
to be the principal, by an American ves 9 of 
which has just arrived at Cowes, and whid — 4 
left the Texel on: Sunday the ist insian gay 
when between fifty and sixty transports hy 7a 
gone duwn to the Helder, whieh were fii, 4g 
up for the reception of horse and foet, by ~ 
neither a man nor horse was embarked, ani: 7 
there wers no provisions.on board All! ida 
of any expedition sailing from Hoiland til 9% oe. 
afier the winter, is given up, and acon. ae 
derable part of the Freach troops: hive yey 
marched from the coast. This intelligent “| ag 
is confirmed by a gentleman who lefi Aw. ae 
sterdam on the 34 inst. —-—Jt is confi «9 
dently reported that ministers are sow med. 9 
tating a grand attack upon the French arma. 
ments in Boulogne, which it’ is suppose! “ie 
cannot be effected without the loss-of ffiren 9 
handred or two thousand seamen,—— Dis. 
patches have been received from Captain 73a" 
Owen, of His Majesty's ship Immortalité, 9% 


P ws . ° Ot ae 
ecrmiging off Boulogne, in which he states, en ne 
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that, having on the night of the 3d inst. ree Ry 
infirced the crew of the Archer gan*briz,, 798 

with some men from his: own ship; and’ 

pushed her in close shore, she fell: im with 
and captured the French latger’gun-vesse, 
No. 432, mounting an eighteen and a twelve) 7 
pounder, commanded by aa. Envign de Vais 
sead, with five seamen, a Ifewtenant, and mS 
twenty-six. grenadiers of the thirty sixth re 7m 
giment of the line, some of whom, with woh 
seamen, escaped in her boat during the ror 9 
ning fight, which she continued ‘for a*quar- 


ies 
‘am be 


keiry. The Archer had’ part of her rigging 
cut, bet no one materially hurt on ‘either 
side. The Archer and Griffin catter afters — 
wards captured a dogger, a schuyt; aid two 
Blankenburs' fishing boats, which the pris 
soners report to be part of a convoy, which, ~ 
with a prame of sixteen gtins, and five ot 
six -gui-vessels, escaped onder the land i 
the duik; and some of which were laden 
with provisions and stores, The schuyt ha  @ 
gin, and the fishing boats timbers and kneci 
for boats; each vessel had three or four sol’ © 
diers on board. | PS 
-The Vith Number of Conserr’s PanuiaMen? — 
aky Dapares is just published.) 1p contains tht 
debate ia the House ot Lords on the Isish Martial a 
Law Bill; and, also, the speeches at full length | 
of Mr. Windham, Coloael Craufurd, &e. on th 
Report on the Army Estimates, =~ 9 
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